
Study Tips for the Landscape Industry Certified Manager (formerly CLP) Exam 
 

Tip #1: Listen to The Manager Exam Mini-Prep Session, presented at the 2012 GIC by Phil Allen, Ph.D., Landscape 
Industry Certified Manager, Brigham Young University. 
 

Tip #2: I found it very helpful to use good old fashioned flash cards to ensure that I knew the material.  
Here is the process I used: 

1. I read each book carefully and highlighted each section I felt that was important to learn and understand. 
2. I then went back and created a flash card question for each highlighted section with the answer on the back of 
each card. 
3. I did this for all 7 books. 
4. Once I felt that I had mastered the flashcards I went back and reviewed each book. 
5. At this point I started to pick out more information as things started “to come together” for me. 
6. As a result of this I made a few more flashcards for each. 
7. Prior to the test I made sure I knew each and every flashcard back and front.  

For the more complex topics I found it useful to take a blank piece of paper and require myself to write out the concept 
from memory or do the math on paper.  
 
Tip #3: Basically my advice would be to test yourself and make sure you know and understand the material and can 
apply it. I would not recommend simply reviewing the material as this is a challenging exam and requires that you have a 
deep understanding of each module. 
 
Tip #4: No magic bullet.  What I think helped the most was simply reading the material over and over again and really 
working to go slow and clearly understand and absorb everything I read.  I found the exam to be fair and a good 
representation of all the material.  I found it difficult to isolate what would be tested and what wouldn’t, so my strategy 
was to do my best to learn all of it and hope I’d at least know 70% or more!  This meant a lot of repetition (I read the 
material multiple times) and working hard to focus on understanding vs. memorizing so when it appeared on the exam it 
was easy to see which choices were incorrect and isolate the correct one. 
 
Tip #5: I read the study material any time I had a chance. I read each module once and highlighted important areas that I 
felt would need to be reviewed again. I went through all of the study guides a second time and wrote key elements of 
each section in an outline. I reviewed the outlines that I drafted numerous times prior to the test. 
  
Tip #6: Actually, a lot of the material for the various exams overlaps with classes in our program at BYU.  Not usually as 
in depth as the exam requires but the basics are there.  With this foundation I was able to read through each of the 
study guides prior to taking those sections.  After having read through them I would review the sections that I felt would 
be more important or difficult. I didn't use flashcards or outlines. 
  
Tip #7: I read through all of the modules throughout the week prior to the test. I reviewed the Corporate Finance and 
Strategic Planning modules thoroughly, as those modules are more technical and require more than a general overview. 
  
Tip #8: Take your time on the exam and don’t take any question for granted that you know the answer before you’ve 
read the entire question and each answer carefully.  Every answer you can confidently eliminate as being correct 
increases your odds if you’re not really sure what the “answer” is.  That said – you can’t take too much time though, I’m 
a pretty good test taker and it took me 3:50 hours to read and answer every question and then I had a list of questions I 
wasn’t sure about and I used the last 10 minutes to review (and change) those.  I was surprised how fast the time went 
by, I’m glad I didn’t get hung up on any one question for very long or I may not have finished. 
 
Read everything writing down the things that stand out as important that you didn’t already know and then study what 
you’ve written since it’s the important and “new” information.  Sometimes you can end up writing just about everything 
in a chapter but for me that really helps me retain things – sometimes when you’re just reading your mind wanders and 
three or four pages go by and you can’t remember anything… 

https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/events/GreenIndustryConf/about/The_Manager_Exam_MiniPrep_Session.mp3

